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SECRETS IN SAIGON—Intrigue and qucs-
tionable loyaltics have often masked the Do
litieal phasc of the criel Com wmunist-triggered
cieil war in South Viet Nom. Controversial
reginies hove been produced in a coup and
counter-coup atmosphere. Official {7, 8. state.

ments, now optimistic,

somelimes bleak, :i.

and zagacith tortious policy decisions for thux
country so deeply committed with hlood aund
treasure. The mask was pulled boek b Sarcie
de Gramont to tell the stury of kow President
Diem and his brother really died. Today ke
revewis another phase that baffled outsiders.
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returned
Beptember tour of South Viet
hat the war against the Vio

SAIGON.

2 - en.
to Washington after thelr
Nam, they reported publicly

t ‘Cong Communist guerrillas
as going 5o well thet all American military advisers might

be withdrawn in 1965,

However, ‘it {s widelv bhe-
lleved here that they cave
President. Kennedy g far
mnore sober. picture of econ-
ditions under President Ngo
Dich Diem than they ad.
mitted publicly,

It now seems elear from

the various ways in which

Washington disengaged it
sell- from the Diem regime

o, that ‘M, McNamara and his
i Jolnt -Chiefs of Staft chaire

man -accepted the most tm.

‘poriant - single fact of 1he

anti-guerrilda war: that it

}‘ could not be won as iong as

long :as Mr. Diem remained
in  power hecayse he no

Jonger had the wwpnert of
{ the people.
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The committeo’s report,.

and  the Vietnamese Amy’
had oaverextenced itself in
‘he Communist- infested Me-
wong Delta country,
Ultimately, Washington®
demonistr sted it loss of cone
fidenc i the Diem govern-:
ment by holding back funds

were deployed against the
Communists  in  the flald.

wreepted the
pessimistic view of the mili-
lary situation.

contested by  high-raaking |
ailltery men, declared the: : ..
sirategle hamlet Program had -
riot bren uniformly successful,

for Mr, Diem’s Special Forces -
~~which had led the Aug. 21 |
rialds—unless  they

‘Thus, indirectly the U. 8. -

rommittce’s - of the war effort. First, Amei-

ot fean ‘military; advisers say it

tary men in her country were

helped to dissociate the U 3.
Arom ' her ' brother-in-law's

" government.”

:.8ince the fall of the Dirm
“regime, U. 8. military 8pOK. -
‘men here have been undir
fire for their public optimi-ia
in“the bad old days. Ther

morale in the Vietnamecse
. Army was at rock bottom and
| troops were reluctant to coine
! to grips with Viet Cong uniix,
L' Two:main excuses are giv-
en .for,the earlier rosy view

was not thelr place to criti-

: )

“Iitle . soldiers’ of fortu:ir -

story is that officer-coips -

. The, decisive event m,.ﬁe-ds,clze the  Vienamese Army
stroying U. 8. confidence in’, ppublicly, - i . .

Buddhiat psgodas by govern-

Bible.

man in Salgon, John H
ichardson, reportedly gave'
ashington no  advance
‘arning of the raid, and for

When the Kennedy admin-
stration found out, it vainly

he government of Ngo Dinh
brother,

luential
fterward,

assador in Salgon. Not long

'as recalled to Washington -
r “consultations
Mr. lodge war the first
ich  American official to:
riticlze the Diem dynasty
benly. His strong rebuttal of R
e, Neo Dinh Nhu's barbed

nark that Amerfcan mili-
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ment iroops. The CIA's top ..

cveral days the United States - Ry
idn’t know who was respon-

Vhu, the late President’s in-

fter that, Mr. Richardson !

the Diem regime’s ability to [* “*This wag & Vienamese a!-
win the war, it s thought}l fair, and ouy,advisers would
here, was the Aug. 21 raid on;’;};have',l&st%théﬁtrust of Viens-
{-meseofficersyif: we had'be-.
come mixed up in ft,"done
‘American’. ‘explained. “This .-

wag’ something ithey ha@. to

v setfle:
W\ Bec

1 in ithe
" aid and co

- B

" military “spokesmen to ac-

‘| centuate: the positive.

Mana’ wouinded after the gov-
#ernment repulsed an atlack
- on & fortified outpost 100
‘¥'miles to the southwest. Gov.
i ernment casualllcs were put

&l 10 dead. No casualty fig- -
ures were glven for the figth ;

“*in the north.

had rews gives -
comfori” to the en-
.. emy. It is second nature:for .

.The. latest Z:posit.‘l']ve state- -
7 ment, from * the” Vienamese .
Shortly r* authoritles yesterday claimed:*

: ' small-scale victorles ‘overithe. &.|
odge replaced Frederick E. éu Viet .Cong both north and,
1/ south of Saigon. The guerril-
§ 1as ireportedly left 10 desd”
and carried off 60 more dead -




